Rituals for New Member Induction
The Committee on Ritual Recommends that one of the following forms of ritual be used by all chapters in their induction ceremonies.  
· The traditional version incorporates the words of Judson Q. Owen, the founder of Sigma Tau Delta; and the Society considers them part of its mandate. 
· Alternate ritual #1 was adapted from the original by Alpha Zeta Chapter at Athens State University (Athens, AL) gives the history of Sigma Tau Delta and tells about the place of the specific chapter in the Society.  
· Alternate ritual #2, by Xi Delta Chapter at Northern Illinois University, incorporates literature into the ceremony.

These rituals may be added to or elaborated by any local chapter as it may see fit, provided that the whole ceremony is carried out in a spirit of seriousness.

Traditional Sigma Tau Delta Induction Ceremony
(The candidates assemble in an adjoining room in charge of the marshal.  The president calls the chapter to order, then sends word to the marshal that all is in readiness.) 

MARSHAL:  M__ President, I have the honor of bringing before you and _____chapter of Sigma Tau Delta______ candidates, whenever it shall be your wish to have them enter. 

PRESIDENT:  Will the secretary please read the names of the candidates and inform us whether or not the qualifications of each have been duly approved by the executive committee in accordance with the standards of Sigma Tau Delta. 

SECRETARY:  (Reads the names and states that each candidate is eligible, etc.) 

PRESIDENT:   Will the treasurer please make a report concerning the financial obligations of these candidates.  Have they all been paid? 

TREASURER:  They have.

PRESIDENT:  Will the marshal please usher in the candidates.  (When at the door with the candidates, the marshal raps three strokes.  The vice president opens the door and inquires.) 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Who seeks admission to Sigma Tau Delta?

MARSHAL:  The marshal with candidates for _____ chapter.

VICE PRESIDENT:  You may enter. (The marshal enters with one candidate, the others follow two by two.  The marshal causes the candidates to stand in line before the presiding officer.) 

MARSHAL:  I have the honor of bringing before you at this time these candidates who desire to become members of Sigma Tau Delta. 

PRESIDENT:  My friends, are you ready to take upon yourselves the obligations of Sigma Tau Delta membership?  If so, answer "We are." 

CANDIDATES:  We are.

PRESIDENT:  Then will you repeat after me the pledge and motto of the society:  "I shall endeavor. . . to advance the study. . . of the chief literary masterpieces . . . to encourage worthwhile reading . . . to promote the mastery of written expression . . . and to foster a spirit of fellowship. . . among students specializing in the English language and literature. . . ever keeping in mind our international motto. . . Sincerity, Truth, Design." 

PRESIDENT:  Neophytes, you have been recommended to _____ chapter of Sigma Tau Delta as person(s) of excellent scholarship and commendable zeal.  As you know, the aim of this society is to promote a mastery of written expression, to encourage worthwhile reading, and to foster a spirit of good fellowship among students of the English language and literature.  In a word, Sigma Tau Delta seeks to stimulate a desire on the part of its members to express life in terms of truth and beauty and to gain a first‑hand acquaintance of the chief literary masterpieces of our language.  It endeavors to stimulate achievement by providing the reward of membership and congenial association with persons of like aspirations.  Membership, however, should not be sought with anything but a high seriousness of purpose.  To this end, unselfishness of service is asked and fidelity to the lofty aims which caused Sigma Tau Delta to be founded.  This we expect of you.  May you prove faithful to your obligations? 

MARSHAL:  My friends, you are now to hear a brief résumé of the history of Sigma Tau Delta. 

HISTORIAN:  The Society is an outgrowth of the English club at the Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, South Dakota.  Plans worked out for the local group there met the approval of heads of the departments of English in other institutions and resulted in the nationalization of the order under its present name in 1924.  Within a few months, more than twenty of these other institutions signified their desire to establish chapters.  At an early date a constitution was drawn up, which defined the name and purpose of the organization, the qualifications for and degrees of membership, and the rules governing national and local organization.  It prescribed the ceremonies of induction, authorized the official insignia, and provided for the establishment of The Rectangle, the official journal of the Society.  In 1988, the society became international.  There are at present ____ chapters of Sigma Tau Delta.   

       (At this point may be given a history of the local chapter.)

VICE PRESIDENT:  The words Sigma Tau Delta are the initial letters in Greek of the English words symbolizing “Sincerity, Truth, and Design.”  Only students of high scholarship are desired or admitted into our ranks.  The official colors are cardinal and black. 

(If certificates and pins have not been obtained, omit the following speech and proceed to PRESIDENT: In recognition . . . please sign . . . .) 

PRESIDENT:  In recognition of your reception into Sigma Tau Delta, you are hereby presented with this membership certificate and pin.  The certificate is endorsed by chapter officers and the international president.  Please step forward as your name is called. 

(President calls the name of each candidate in turn; and as the name is called, the candidate steps forward and receives his/her certificate, etc.  Chapter should have a roll book in which at this time the inductee records his/her name, address, telephone number, and email address. 

PRESIDENT:  In recognition of your reception into Sigma Tau Delta, please sign the permanent roll of the chapter with your name, address, telephone number, and email address. Your insignias of induction will be sent to you shortly from the Central Office. 

(When all have signed, the President says:)

PRESIDENT:  I now declare you to be members in full standing of the ______ chapter of Sigma Tau Delta, and our secretary will so inform (or has so informed) the Central Office.  We welcome you into the Society. 

(The president and all members shall shake hands with each new member.  Be sure that new members sign the membership book.) 

(N.B.  This traditional ritual has been updated to conform to the latest Constitution of the Society and to Board actions.)

Alternate Sigma Tau Delta Induction Ceremony, #1
(PARTICIPANTS:  President, vice president, secretary, treasurer, and historian.  Treasurer either brings in the candidates and seats them on the front row or sees that they know to sit there.  Treasurer will have enough red and black recognition ribbons for each inductee; secretary will have names and degrees.  Officers other than treasurer take places in front of members assembled.  As soon as they are in place, treasurer indicates that candidates rise and stand at right angles to officers, in view of membership.) 

PRESIDENT:  The meeting of _____________ chapter of Sigma Tau Delta is called to order. The treasurer is recognized. 

TREASURER:  M__ President, I have the honor of bringing before you and our chapter membership ______________ candidates for membership. 

PRESIDENT:  Will the secretary please read the names of the candidates and the degree of membership for which each is a candidate. 

SECRETARY:  (Reads names as they are to be sent [or have been sent] to the Central Office for the certificates, and after each, the degree‑‑active, associate‑‑to be given.) 

PRESIDENT:   Have the candidates satisfied both the scholarly and the financial requirements of membership? 

TREASURER:  They have.

PRESIDENT:  My friends, are you ready to take upon yourselves the obligations of membership in the International English Honor Society and its local chapter?  If so, answer:  "We are ready to become members of Sigma Tau Delta." 

CANDIDATES:  We are ready to become members of Sigma Tau Delta.

PRESIDENT:  As these candidates repeat their vows for the first time, will the membership present join them, thus reinforcing their own commitment.  We will repeat the pledge and the motto of Sigma Tau Delta:

I shall endeavor to advance the study . . . of the chief literary masterpieces . . . to encourage worthwhile reading. .  . to promote the mastery of written expression. . . and to foster a spirit of fellowship . . . among those who specialize . . . in the study of the English language and of literature . . . ever keeping in mind our international motto: . . .  Sincerity, Truth, Design. 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Candidates, you have been recommended for active or associate membership of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society, which is a member of the Association of College Honor Societies.  As a candidate, you have pledged support of the ideals of Sigma Tau Delta.  Individually, each of you has been recommended as a person of superior scholarship with enthusiasm for the humanities.  Sigma Tau Delta seeks to benefit its members by encouraging the higher life in terms of truth and beauty in the literary arts and in providing congenial association with those of like interests. 

PRESIDENT:  Do you pledge as a member to maintain a high seriousness of purpose, unselfishness of service, and fidelity to the standards and aims of Sigma Tau Delta on this campus and in the international organization? 

CANDIDATES:  I do.

SECRETARY:  You will now hear a résumé of the origins and history of the international society and of our own local chapter. 

HISTORIAN:  In 1924 Sigma Tau Delta was formed, an outgrowth of the Dakota Wesleyan English Club.  Judson Q.  Owen, its sponsor, our founder, established the purpose, the insignia, the Greek letters, and the English words (Sincerity, Truth, Design) assigned to them, and the colors cardinal and black.  He announced on May 28, 1924, that the Society was national, English departments in several universities having formed chapters.  Professor Owen became the first executive secretary and editor of the Society's literary magazine, The Rectangle, positions he held until his death in 1969. 

P.C. Somerville served as president from 1924 until 1931.  In 1931, Dr. Frederick Fadner became president, holding that title until 1954.  Dr. Herbert L. Hughes succeeded him in 1954, serving until the Society reorganized in 1970.  That vigorous reorganization in 1970 resulted in a revised Constitution, an expanded national board, and a scheduling of national conventions in even‑numbered years.  Dr.  Edwin Stockton, Jr., served as the national president from 1970 to 1987.  Professor Isabel Sparks served as president from 1987 until 1994.  The Society became international in 1988.  Dr. Elaine Hughes became president in 1994. 

Other members of the Board of Directors are the Regents.  The next international convention will be in ___________*___________________.  The Board has voted to try having annual meetings starting in 1995.

Our chapter is in the ____________region.  Our Regent and Student Representative are       * 

        of      (school)     and      *       and      *   of     (school)         . 

* Fill in information from the list of current Board of Directors as indicated on our website at www.english.org.  Mention any honors given to Chapter. 

The Society has grown steadily, now having almost _________ active chapters. 

Our local chapter, ______________, was founded in _________.  (Give a brief history, a calendar of events to come, and the officers of the local chapter, the officers stepping forward as they are named.) 

SECRETARY:  You will now receive the outward sign of your induction into Sigma Tau Delta.  (If membership certificate and pin are present, distribute them.  Otherwise say, "The International Society will provide your membership certificate and pin within a few weeks.  Please step forward as your name is called and receive a recognition ribbon in the official Society colors of cardinal and black.")

(As the secretary calls each name, the treasurer pins on the ribbon.  If certificates, etc., are available, change the above and ceremoniously give them to the inductees.) 

PRESIDENT:  We ask that you wear this ribbon for one week while on campus to honor the Society which has honored you.  Congratulations.  I now declare that each of you is a member of Sigma Tau Delta. 

(Each officer, led by the president, now congratulates the new members, as do the members of the audience.) 

(N.B.  The Society recommends that certificates and pins be available at the time of induction.) 

(This adaptation of the Sigma Tau Delta ritual is from the original used by Kappa Zeta Chapter at Athens State University in Athens, AL.)

Alternate Sigma Tau Delta Induction Ceremony, #2
The chapter officers are sitting at the front.  In the audience, new inductees are sitting in alphabetical order on the front row; current members and guests are seated behind them.  


The vice president or historian will announce the beginning of the induction and introduce the presiding officers.

Vice President: Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming.  I am ______________, the vice president of the ____________ chapter of Sigma Tau Delta.  I would like to introduce you to our president, ______________. [applause]

President: Today we are honored by the presence of Sigma Tau Delta members, inductees, and guests.  You [looks at inductees] are going to be joining us in Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society, partaking in our mission to distinguish undergraduate students, graduate students, scholars in academia, and professional writers who are recognized for their accomplishments in linguistic or literary fields.  Sigma Tau Delta promotes interest in literature and the English language on local campuses and their surrounding communities, fostering this discipline of English in all its aspects, including creative and critical writing.

Treasurer: Inductees, membership in Sigma Tau Delta is an outward recognition of personal accomplishments.  By qualifying for membership, you have proven to be of high caliber in the study of English, meeting the high academic standards of Sigma Tau Delta.

Historian: (speech is written by current historian)

Sigma Tau Delta began in May, 1924 under the direction of Professor Judson Q. Owen.  What started as just an English club at Dakota Wesleyan soon attracted enough attention from English departments at other campuses that Owen proposed the idea of (Sigma Tau Delta, The Professional English Fraternity. By their second annual convention in 1928, 71 chapters had been chartered. 

After 1931, no national conventions were held, and each region held its own meetings.  With the abandoning of national conventions, the publication and distribution of their literary magazine, The Rectangle, which Professor Owen had edited and published, also ended for a time.  After Owen’s death in 1969, and the loss of many of the society’s records due to fire in 1970, a reorganization convention was held at Northern Illinois University.  During the convention, the delegates adopted a new constitution and voted to apply for membership in the Association of College Honor Societies (ACHS).

The new national secretary, E. Nelson James, assumed the responsibility for again publishing The Rectangle, and national conventions were resumed.  Under current leadership, the society has more than [email sigmatd@niu.edu for current number] active chapters and was recently named by the journal Association Management as one of its “top 100 associations.”  Sigma Tau Delta is now the third largest ACHS society.  Nationally, the society adds about 8,500 new members annually, and gives out over $40,000 in scholarships and awards.  
The past 75 years have been extremely successful, and with continued participation by dedicated members, Sigma Tau Delta can look forward to an even better future.

President: [pause for historian to sit] Central to Sigma Tau Delta is our international motto: Sincerity, Truth, Design.  Inductees, please rise.

Vice President: Willa Cather once wrote, “The history of every country begins in the heart of a man or a woman.”  Likewise, the history of Sigma Tau Delta, begins in the hearts of its members—in their willingness to put thought into action.  The foundation of any organization lies in the sincerity of its members.  Without your willingness to stand, to be recognized, and to join with others, there would not be any Sigma Tau Delta.  Inductees, we recognize your commitment and your sincerity.  Together we can strengthen the foundation of our society and look forward in unity and purpose. 

President: Sincerity in all things is vital to the creation of Sigma Tau Delta, as is our commitment to the truth vital to the vision of Sigma Tau Delta.

Secretary: Henry David Thoreau once said, “It takes two to speak the truth—one to speak, and another to listen.” As members of Sigma Tau Delta, you understand the importance of communication, the value of listening, and the significance of expression.  You have proven yourselves capable of comprehending the English language and of pursuing the truth in works of literature and linguistics.  Being a member of Sigma Tau Delta, and the English community as a whole requires that you continue these efforts and prepare yourselves to take the truths you have found here into the world, sharing with others your joy and appreciation of our discipline.  Truth cannot exist in a vacuum.  Like any art form, it must be shared to be understood.

President: As you prepare yourselves to discover truth, rest assured that the structure and traditions of Sigma Tau Delta will aid you.  The last element of our motto, design, exemplifies this point.  Inductees, please turn to face your chapter officers.

Treasurer: William Shakespeare wrote, “As many arrows, loosed several ways, /Fly to one mark; as many ways meet in one small town; /As many fresh streams meet in one salt sea . . . So may a thousand actions, once afoot, /End in one purpose, and be all well borne /Without defeat.” We are like these many arrows, each coming from a different source, each with unique talents and varied interest; but as members of Sigma Tau Delta, we all promise to support one another and focus our energies to the Society’s goals.  We follow the design laid out before us, assured that our strength of intent and clarity of purpose will assist us in our aims.

President: Sincerity, truth, and design embody the basis, the purpose, the structure of Sigma Tau Delta.  Without an understanding and an appreciation of these elements, our society would crumble.  Inductees, if you comprehend and accept our society motto as stated, please say “I do.” 

Inductees: ( In unison) I do.

Vice President: If you then affirm our motto, join us in our declaration of our international pledge.  (Vice President reads the pledge as inductees join in, using their own copies of the program.)

I shall endeavor to advance the study of chief literary masterpieces, to encourage worthwhile reading, to promote the mastery of written expression, and to foster a spirit of fellowship among those who specialize in the study of the English language and of literature, ever keeping in mind our international motto: Sincerity, Truth, Design.

Sigma Tau Delta is honored to recognize you as esteemed members.  The international headquarters presents to you the outward signs of your induction: your membership certificate and pin.  Please step forward now as your name is called and receive these symbols of your membership.  (As the secretary calls each name, the treasurer presents the inductee his or her certificate and pin.)

President:  Inductees, you have fulfilled your obligations necessary to join Sigma Tau Delta.  You have expressed your commitment to sincerity, your devotion to truth, and your dedication to design.  I leave you, as newly inducted members of Sigma Tau Delta, these words by Emily Dickinson.  Please carry them with you as you grow with our organization:

We never know how high we are

Til we are called to rise

And then, if we are true to plan

Our statures touch the skies.

(This adaptation of the Sigma Tau Delta induction ceremony was written in 1998 by Xi Delta Chapter, Northern Illinois University.)

